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propriety governs in many things where there 
is no law/ ”

Thus it is laid down that to permit irrelig- 
iou3 utterances on the part of others without 
a protest, is unpatriotic. The S e n t in e l  has 
no sympathy for atheism or infidelity, nor 
would it scoff at any religion; but there are a 
great variety of religions, even among people 
who take the general name of “ Christians;״ 
and the question of which religion is the true 
one is a theme of perpetual dispute. To hold 
and advocate the tenets of one of these bodies, 
is in many cases to “ insult the religious 
opinions” of people in another “ Christian” 
body. For example, there is abundance of 
evidence to be had from the courts of law, 
that *the doctrine that the seventh day is the 
Sabbath, when faithfully put in practice, is a 
deadly insult to the religious opinions of some 
who believe in the first-day sabbath. And 
“ to insult the religious opinions of another,” 
we are told, is unpatriotic. The point is 
one which very many are ready to receive 
without argument.

The tenet that the dead are unconscious, is 
almost equally “ insulting” to the opinions 
of certain ones who hold to the doctrine of 
the soul’s immortality. And so with regard 
to other doctrines which might be mentioned. 
“ Religion” means in the mind of the one 
speaking in its defense, those doctrines which 
he believes to be of divine origin. The “ irre- 
ligious” utterance to which he would take 
exception, would be any utterance against his 
own religious views. The utterances of one 
sect regarding religion would necessarily be 
irreligious and “ unpatriotic” to other sects, 
when once the domain of *‘patriotism” is ex- 
tended into the sphere of religion.

The patriotism of the men who founded 
this nation, excluded all opposition to their 
fellowmen which could be based on religious 
grounds. When in 1779 it was proposed to 
establish religion in the State of Virginia, by 
a provision appropriating public money for 
the support of “ teachers of the Christian 
religion,” Madison, Jefferson, and others, 
promptly protested against it, setting forth 
the unalienable right of every man to believe 
and practice whatever religion he may deem 
to be true, and that in this he “ can be di- 
rected only by reason and conviction, not by 
force or violence.” That was the attitude of 
their patriotism towards religion. It was

selves, but in the sole faculty of making money, and 
will never think of uniting to effect a due respect for 
their rights. The shackles, therefore, which shall not 
be knocked off at the conclusion of this war, will 
remain on us, will be made heavier and heavier, 
till our rights shall revive or expire in a convul- 
sion.

Jefferson’s prophecy has been fulfilled. 
The spirit of the times has changed, our 
rulers have become corrupt, and the people 
are far more intent upon getting wealth than 
upon guarding their rights. And one of the 
most ominous signs of the times to-day is that 
an effort is being made to confound patriot- 
ism, in the public mind, with religion. The 
deadly foes of liberty are ever lurking in the 
jungle of religious bigotry. Misguided zealots 
are ready to improve every opportunity to 
turn the tide of enthusiasm for the country’s 
welfare into some channel where its power 
will be expended for the exaltation of church 
or dogma; while others in position of influ- 
ence, ·laboring under mistaken conceptions of 
patriotism, are exerting their influence to the 
same end. An illustration in point is fur- 
nished by a sermon delivered Sunday, July 
5, by the pastor of the Central Μ. E. 
Church of Detroit, Mich. As reported in 
the Evening News, of the following day, 
the speaker “ said that the three great foes of 
patriotism were ignorance, intemperance and 
irreligion. In discussing the latter, he de- 
plored the extreme license which is given to 
atheists, both as to their utterances and their 
pens, and quoted a sweeping resolution re- 
cently passed by a body of people who resolved 
to do away with the Bible and religion and 
all religious services. . . . It is unpatri-
otic to utter such sentiments, and it is unpa- 
triotic to permit them to be uttered without 
a protest. We cannot control thought if we 
would. Every man has the right to think as 
he honestly believes; but no man has the 
right to insult the religious opinions of an- 
other.

“ A representative of the News asked Mr. 
Thoburn [the speaker] if he could recommend 
any way in which such things might be pre- 
vented, and he replied: ‘ I don’t wish to be 
understood as opposing free speech, but I do 
urge that people protest against irreligious 
utterances. If that was universally done, 
a sense of propriety would restrain many 
men who make such utterances. It is of- 
fensive to a great majority of people, and
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RELIGION AND PATRIOTISM.

P atriotism , whatever it may mean in other 
lands, stands with us for devotion to those 
principles which gave this country an inde- 
pendent and exalted place among the nations of 
the earth. Love of country, in the American’s 
heart, ought to be inseparably linked with 
that love of liberty which moved the founders 
of our Republic to brave the wrath and power 
of a despotic king, that on these shores lib- 
erty might dwell secure, and breathe from 
them her benign spirit over the nations of 
mankind.

American patriotism, of the true sort, has 
not changed since the days of Washington, 
Madison, and Jefferson. It is true that the 
times have changed, and that Americans to- 
day have largely lost sight of the principles 
which guided our forefathers in laying the 
foundations of a free government. But the 
patriotism which prompted the laying of 
that foundation should also actuate every 
subsequent move in rearing the national 
edifice. The patriotism of the noble men of 
those times was that which gave birth to the 
Declaration of Independence. That immortal 
document fixed the standard of patriotism for 
all coming generations. A patriotism which 
does not indorse its utterances in behalf of 
liberty and justice for all mankind, is not 
worth having.

Jefferson foresaw that the ideals and pur- 
poses which shaped the nation’s course in his 
own day, would not always prevail. The 
following words penned by him, seem, in the 
light of the conditions prevailing to-day, al- 
most prophetic:—

Besides, the spirit of the times may alter, will alter. 
Our rulers will become corrupt, our people careless. 
A single zealot may commence persecution,*and better 
men be his victims. . . . From the conclusion of
this war we shall be going down hill. It will not 
then be necessary to resort every moment to the peo- 
pie for support. They will be forgotten, therefore, 
and their rights disregarded. They will forget them
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tion of Independence. Had God made civil 
government Christian, and commissioned men 
to administer his law, and to require of their 
fellows the discharge of duties due to the Di- 
vine Being, or even to administer the divine 
law as regards the duties which as social beings 
we owe to one another, it would necessarily 
have destroyed moral responsibility to God. 
On the other hand, had God not committed 
to men the power to regulate to some extent 
their social relation in order that their natu- 
ral rights might be preserved, but had him- 
self administered civil justice, one of two 
things would have followed; either vengeance 
would have been so swift and certain as to 
defeat the very design of God in making man 
a free moral agent, or else punishment would 
have been so long delayed as to afford no pro- 
tection to those in need of it. I t  was abso- 
lutely necessary that man should be the guar- 
dian of his own rights in this world, and for 
the temporary concerns of this world, but 
that this should in no way affect his individ- 
ual moral responsibility to the Creator. Nor 
should men make it a pretext for assuming 
to exercise authority which belongs alone to 
God.

That the principle here stated is the correct 
and spiritual one, is clear from the words of 
Christ when the Pharisees sought to entangle 
him in his talk. They asked him the ques- 
tion: 44 Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cæsar, 
or not ? ” But he, understanding their pur- 
pose, said: 44 Show me the tribute money. 
And they brought unto him a penny. And 
he said unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription ? And they said unto him, 
Cæsar’s. Then said he unto them, Render 
therefore unto Cæsar the things that are 
Cæsar’s; and unto God the things that are 
God’s.״ In this, Christ plainly separated 
between civil and moral duties. The paying 
of tribute was simply a civil matter. They 
were living under Cæsar’s government and it 
was right that they should contribute to the 
support of the government; and yet this was 
not an absolute moral duty, but rather one 
growing^out of the surroundings, and in some 
cases even something to be done merely to 
avoid offense. I t was for this reason that 
Christ himself paid tribute, as we learn from 
Matt. 17:24-27.

Civil  G o v e r n m e n t  N o t  A n t i - C h r i s t i a n .

As before remarked, civil government is 
not Christian neither is it anti-Christian; it 
simply has no religious character; and like 
other men, the Christian must live under it 
and is privileged to enjoy its protection, and 
may even take part in it.

Aside from the Godly men who exercised 
authority under the Theocracy, there are not- 
able instances of other good men who took 
part in the affairs of government. Abraham 
was a nomadic chief, and when necessity arose, 
marshalled his forces and conducted a vigor- 
ous and successful campaign against the free- 
hooters who had robbed Lot and had carried 
him away captive.2 3 And in this Abraham 
was actuated by no unworthy motive. Of 
this victory it has been well said by another, 
44 To Abraham, under God, was the triumph 
due. The worshipper of Jehovah had not 
only rendered a great service to the country, 
but had proved himself a man of valor. It 
was seen that righteousness is not cowardice, 
and that Abraham’s religion made him coura- 
geous in maintaining the right and defending 
the oppressed.” 8

The history of this event in Abraham’s life 
also brings to view the fact that Melchizedec,

2 Gen. 14.
3 Patriarchs and Prophets, chap. 12, par. 12.

G o d  t h e  O n l y  M o r a l  G o v e r n o r .

God is the great and only moral governor. 
To him; and to him alone, every soul is mor- 
ally responsible. In the very nature of things 
this could not be otherwise; because to per- 
mit any power whatever to come between the 
soul and God would be to destroy individual 
responsibility to God.
M a n  t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r  o f  H is  O w n  R i g h t s .

But man is a social as well as a moral being; 
and as such he is endowed with 4‘certain un- 
alienable rights;” to him God has committed 
the preservation of these rights by means of 
civil government. This truth is thus ex- 
pressed in the American Declaration of Inde- 
pendence:—

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal: that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
That to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed.

To disregard these rights or to trample 
upon them is to wrong our fellowmen and so 
to sin against God. The sin, if not repented 
of and forgiven, God will punish in his own 
time; the lorong may be dealt with by our 
fellows in their organized capacity as a State. 
And it is this fact that restrains from deeds 
of violence and injustice, many who have not 
the fear of God before them. This safeguard 
to liberty and natural rights, the God who 
sends his rain upon the just and upon the 
unjust, has given to man. Its benefits accrue 
alike to the righteous and to the wicked. 
The powers of civil government are exercised 
alike by and for Jew and Gentile, pagan and 
Christian. Hence civil government is not in 
any sense Christian, but is humanitarian, that 
is, it is given, like marriage, for the good of 
the race.

It must be at once apparent that there is 
nothing necessarily evil either in civil govern- 
ment or in its administration and use. God 
feeds and clothes us by ordaining means wh ereby 
we may secure food and clothing. Our nat- 
ural wants are seldom supplied by miraculous 
interposition. 44It is only in cases of great 
emergency that the Lord interposes for 
us.” 1

We glorify God in the proper use of the 
means which he has given us. Marriage, one 
of the Creator’s best gifts to man, is often 
perverted and abused; but this fact does not 
vitiate the marriage institution. In like man- 
ner civil government, ordained of God to be a 
blessing, and specially to the people of God, 
that they “ may lead quiet and peaceable lives 
in all godliness and honesty,” is often abused 
and made the engine of oppression. But it 
still remains true that 44the powers that be are 
ordained of God.” The power to do justice 
and judgment, to protect the weak and punish 
the evil-doer, is as truly divine in its origin 
and as God-honoring in its proper exercise as 
is the power to cultivate the soil or to reap 
the fruits of the earth.
W h y  M a n  is M a d e  t h e  G u a r d i a n  o f  H is  O w n  

R i g h t s .

Man has been made the guardian of his own 
civil rights, not by an arbitrary arrangement 
on the part of the Creator, but for wise and 
beneficent reasons which we can readily dis- 
cern and comprehend. God committed to 
men, not the administration of his law, nor 
any part of it, but the maintenance of those 
rights which reason teaches that all intelligent 
moral beings should enjoy in common; those 
self-evident rights enumerated in the Declara-

1 “ Testimony for the Church,״ Vol. I, p. 212.

friendly toward all classes of the people, dis- 
criminating against none on religious grounds, 
whether believers in religion or not.

Only such patriotism would be consistent 
with the Declaration of Independence, to 
which they had themselves given birth; for 
that Declaration was based upon the equality 
of all men in point of their natural rights, 
among which were cited 44 life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” And that is 
the genuine brand of American patriotism 
to-day.

But, sad to say, there is abundant occasion 
for regret that this patriotism is not more 
general. It is a sad fact that most men are 
more readily attracted by the transient and 
often erratic brilliance of personality, than 
by the steady light of principle; and so it has 
been in this land from Jefferson’s time down 
to our own. The multitudes have been more 
intent upon following their great political 
leaders, than in being guided by the political 
principles upon which the nation was estab- 
lished. And to-day those principles have 
been so far lost sight of by the people, that 
the grand documents in which they are em- 
bodied—the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution of the United States—are 
violated and set aside by legislation and judi- 
cial decisions, with scarcely a protest from 
those whose rights such actions so vitally con- 
cern.

We seem, indeed, to be upon the eve of the 
time to which Jefferson alluded, when our 
rights are either to revive or expire in a con- 
vulsion. s.

DIVINE AND HUMAN GOVERNMENT.

T h e  theory of legislation upon religious 
duties and questions is radically opposed to 
the teaching of the Scriptures of divine truth, 
which plainly declare that 44 every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God.”

This text plainly asserts our accountability 
to God. From other scriptures we learn the 
scope of this accountability; that it has refer- 
ence, first, to our duty toward God; second, 
to our duty toward our fellowman. The first 
and great commandment of the law is, 44Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
m ind;” ‘4and the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
And our Lord adds, 44 On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the proph- 
ets.”

All S in  Is A g a i n s t  G o d .

But while we have duty toward our fellow- 
man, failure to perform that duty is not, as 
we sometimes loosely say, sin against man, 
but is sin against God. It is God’s law that 
defines our duty toward our fellows, and the 
violation of that law is sin. 44Whosoever 
committeth sin,” says the apostle, 44 trans- 
gresseth also the law; for sin is the trans- 
gression of the law ;” the divine law, of 
course; and so, in the fifty-first Psalm, we 
find David confessing to God the wrong done 
to Uriah, in these words: 44Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned.” The wrong was done 
to a man; the sin was against God; and to 
God the transgressor was accountable. 44 So 
then every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God,” both for our sins against 
God and our wrongs to our fellowmen. All 
sin is, without qualification, against God. 
And he it is who 4 4 shall bring every work 
into judgment with every secret thing whether 
it be good or evil.”
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Bat political methods know nothing of faith. 
And knowing nothing of faith, they know 
nothing of the power of God anto salvation. 
Hence they cannot possibly be Christian. 
The Christian Endeavor organization possesses 
immense force. As a political power it can 
compel many changes in city and State legis- 
lation and government. Bat it has not force 
enough to pash a soul into heaven, or pall it 
away from a single sin. Not all the power 
in the world, whether exercised through the 
ballot or through the bayonet, can force any 
individual one step from sin into righteous- 
ness.

The force of legislation or of public senti- 
ment may restrain one from crime, and to this 
end force is legitimate and necessary in civil 
government; but salvation from crime is not 
salvation from sin. Christianity deals with 
sin. The mission of Christ in this world is 
to save people from sin. This, therefore, 
must be the purpose of all true Christian en- 
deavor.

Only the power of God can save any person 
from sin, and this power cannot operate for 
salvation except through faith. Without 
faith no virtue attaches to any religious act; 
on the contrary, it becomes actual sin, for 
“ whatsoever is not of faith is sin.״  Rom. 
14:23. The result of force in religion, there- 
fore, is evident; it can produce nothing but 
sin. The individual who observes the sab- 
bath because of the force of human law or 
public sentiment, commits actual sin in so 
doing. Religious observances without faith 
are but a mockery. To endeavor to force 
people to mock God with empty forms, is not 
Christian. Christian endeavor is that which 
seeks to lead men to the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world.

It is faith that distinguishes between Chris- 
tianity and mere good citizenship. If force 
could make a man a good citizen, through 
some process of civil procedure, he would still 
be as far as ever from being a Christian. It 
is proper and necessary that all should be done 
that can be to promote good citizenship; that 
civil force should be made the conservator of 
civil or natural rights, and that public senti- 
ment should be guided in those channels 
which lead to peace and prosperity in civil 
affairs. But it must be evident to the candid 
mind that effort in this line, operating as it 
does through purely secular means, cannot 
properly be termed “ Christian.” If it can be, 
then the atheist can be a Christian endeavorer 
without changing his belief, as truly as can 
those who profess Christianity.

As Christians we cannot come to any man 
with force. That very individual to whom 
it is most necessary to apply force in the in- 
terests of the public peace and safety, is likely 
to be the one most in need of that divine 
power which restrains from wrong-doing with- 
out force. When the Christian comes to him, 
it must be with the gospel, the same as to all 
others.

The fact that there are many people in 
the world who must be forcibly restrained to 
prevent them from taking the lives or prop- 
erty of others, does not in the least affect the 
nature of Christian endeavor. Human nature 
is evil at its best, and the “ best men” of the 
world, equally with the worst, must experi- 
ence Christianity through simple faith in the 
word of God. So to whomever Christian en- 
deavor may be directed,—and it must be di- 
rected to every creature in the world if the 
Saviour’s commission is fulfilled—it cannot 
operate through any human force. As soon 
as it makes use of force, it ceases to be Chris- 
tian. Force in religion does not draw men to 
Christ, but only drives them away. If some 
are far away from him now, let them not

a few years before they had claimed for them- 
selves. And in so doing they violated not 
only, the principles for which they had formerly 
contended but they set at nought the funda- 
mental law of Christianity itself, as laid down 
by its Author: “ All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them.”

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

The most conspicuous, if not the most im- 
portant, event of the past few days, in the 
sphere of religious activity, is the national 
Christian Endeavor convention at Wash- 
ington, D. C., which closed its session July 
13.

Touching, as this organization does, with 
all the force of immense numbers and youth- 
ful enthusiasm, not only the religious but also 
the political spheres of our pulic life, it is in- 
cumbent upon American citizens of every 
class to understand its character and aims, and 
take note of what it is doing.

Already the question of the true nature of 
Christian endeavor—if it was ever seriously 
considered in the organization—has been set- 
tied as not excluding the use of political 
methods for applying its great power in the 
settlement of religious and moral questions. 
It only remains now to make its power felt 
through those methods in the most effective 
way.

But this all-important question of the na- 
tare of true Christian endeavor has not been 
rightly settled. The assumption that it can 
rightfully proceed along political lines is alto- 
gether erroneous. That the error has been 
assumed, rather than deliberately adopted, by 
the great masses of Endeavorers at least, we 
have no reason to doubt. It is from this 
standpoint that the Sentinel challenges the 
advancing hosts of the youthful army. It 
would point out to them that as Christian 
young men and women they are not moving 
in accordance with their marching orders. 
An anecdote of the great Wellington relates 
that on one occasion, while seated with some 
Christian friends, he read the commission of 
Christ to his disciples, instructing them to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature, and turned to his friends with 
the exclamation, “ There are your marching 
orders. ” He was right. The marching orders 
of the Lord Jesus Christ to his followers send 
them forth throughout all nations to preach 
the gospel of salvation from sin. To disre- 
gard these orders is to move to certain dis- 
aster. Zeal cannot compensate for lack of 
knowledge.

What is it to preach the gospel? The word 
of God must tell us. That word tells us that 
the gospel of God “ is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth. ” Rom. 
1:16. The Scriptures tell us further that 
the power of God is in his word. “ By the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made, and 
all the host of them by the breath of his 
mouth.” Ps. 33:6. He who believes the 
word of God receives the power of God that 
is in it unto his salvation. There was power 
in that word to create man in the beginning; 
there is power in it now to recreate man in 
the image of Jesus Christ. That is the gos- 
pel. That is what Christians are commis- 
sioned to preach to all the world. Two things 
are essential in its operation,—the word of 
God and faith on the part of him who hears 
it. The word of God, and that alone, must 
be proclaimed, for it alone has saving power, 
and it must be indorsed by the individual who 
would receive any benefit from it.

a “ priest of the most high God,” was king 
of Salem, and that he came out to welcome 
Abraham on his return from the slaughter of 
the kings, and “ as ‘priest to the most high God’ 
he *pronounced a blessing upon Abraham, and 
gave thanks to the Lord, who had wrought 
so great a deliverance by his servant. And 
Abraham ‘ gave him tithes of all.’ ” 4

Subsequently we have the history of Joseph, 
who, in the providence of God, became gov- 
ernor over all the land of Egypt with author- 
ity second only to the king. Then, too, 
Daniel and his three companions, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, held high official posi- 
tions in the kingdom of Babylon. Nor is 
this strange since we are plainly told that 
“  the powers that be are ordained of God,” 
that magistrates “ are his ministers” “ to ex- 
ecute wrath upon him that doeth evil;” 
and we are exhorted by the apostles to pray 
“ for kings, and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty.”

Quietness and peace are essential to the 
enjoyment of life and liberty, and to the pur- 
suit of happiness, which the Declaration of 
Independence enumerates as among those un- 
alienable rights which governments are insti- 
tuted to preserve. Thus the Christian’s true 
attitude toward civil government is quiet 
submission in all things civil; rendering to 
Cæsar the things that are Cæsar’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s. But to do 
this, that is, to render to God that which 
belongs to God, he who would render it, must, 
in the things rendered to God, be absolutely 
independent of any human authority. In 
those things, his allegiance mast be paid to 
God. And as a matter of history, we find 
that this has always been the attitude of the 
servants of God. This was the case with 
Shadrach, Meshac, and Abed-nego, who, for 
refusing to bow before the great image in the 
plain of Dura, were cast into the fiery furnace. 
It was also the case with Daniel, who, 
though prime minister of the empire, dis- 
obeyed a “ law ” of the king. It was also the 
case with Peter and John, who, when com- 
manded by the magistrates contrary to the 
word of the Lord, answered, “ Whether it 
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.”

C h r i s t ’s  A n s w e r  t o  t h e  P h a r i s e e s .

In all these cases the civil rulers sought to 
usurp authority which belonged alone to God, 
and the servants of God refused obedience 
and quietly submitted to the punishment 
inflicted, protesting, however, against the in- 
justice and maintaining their innocence while 
declaring boldly their purpose not to yield to 
Cæsar the things that belong to God.

The same course was pursued by Christians 
until apostacy began to corrupt the primitive 
simplicity of the gospel. The followers of 
Christ ever yielded cheerful obedience to all 
in authority in all civil matters, but they 
went to the block and the stake rather than 
yield an iota of their soul-liberty. So per- 
sistent were they in maintaining this individ- 
ual responsibility directly to God, that their 
teaching upon this subject so permeated the 
Roman Empire that by the year a . d. 319, 
the most perfect religious freedom that ever 
existed under any government, except our 
own, was granted in Rome, and was enjoyed 
by all, both Pagans and Christians, until 
apostate Christians themselves sought to es- 
tablished in Rome a man-made theocracy and 
denied to others the very rights which only

4 Id. par. 14.
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THE POPE INVITED TO “ UNITY״ WITH THE 
GREEK CHURCH.

As noted recently in our columns, not 
much progress, apparently at least, is being 
made in the direction of “ Christian un ity״ 
upon the plan proposed by the Papacy. Pope 
Leo’s recent appeal to the Christian world 
for unity on this basis has been received with 
some favor by certain “  Protestant ” bodies, 
but has called forth a counterblast from the 
Greek Church, over the signatures of the 
Greek Patriarch at Constantinople and his 
bishops. This has been translated into Eng- 
lish, and is being circulated in Anglican and 
Catholic countries to check the influence of 
the Pope’s appeal.

The letter asserts that reunion is possible 
only by a return to the orthodoxy of the first 
nine centuries, and of the first seven ecu- 
menical councils; in other words, to the 
point where the Eastern and Western churches 
separated. It sets forth that the Eastern 
church remained orthodox, and that conse- 
quently, instead of that church returning to 
Kome, the Pope and his flock must return to 
the Eastern church, if reunion is ever to 
take place.

The Eoman Papacy invites dissenting 
“ Christendom” to unite under its standard; 
the Greek Papacy invites the Eoman Papacy 
and all the churches to unite with it; and a 
fast-developing American Papacy is endeavor- 
ing to rally the religious world to a unity of 
endeavor in behalf of an institution of “ the 
church,”—the man-made sabbath. On the 
basis of zeal for this institution, all three 
papacies can join hands; they can come into 
“ Christian unity.” It was instituted by “ the 
church” before the Eastern and Western di- 
visions arose, and is held by Protestants as 
divine in nature and of binding obligation. 
The religious world will not be slow in per- 
ceiving where the only ground for union lies.

But meanwhile there is, and will be, true 
Christian unity among the followers of Jesus 
Christ. Led by one Spirit, they will not 
walk at variance with each other. The 
“ narrow path” which leads to life eternal 
affords no room for walking in any other way 
than in the closest union. Christian union 
is of God, not of man. It does not exclude 
diversity, but it does exclude dissension. It 
excludes self-exaltation. He who is willing 
to humble himself and be taught of God, will 
be led into perfect Christian unity with the 
true Christian church, which is the body of 
Christ. s.

THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL.

[Present Truth, London, Eng.]

The government of ancient Israel, when it 
came up out of Egypt, was a theocracy, tha 
is, a government directly ordered by God. 
There was no legislative department. There 
were even no legislators. Moses himself, 
their chief and leader, was not a legislator. 
Moses never made a law. The so-called 
“ Laws of Moses” were received by him 
directly from God. Moses had no voice 
in making them. He had no option as to 
the enforcement of them. Moses was not 
a “ law-giver,” he was a receiver of the 
law, and that only. God alone was the law- 
giver.

The seventy elders were not a legislature. 
They never made any laws. Moses and the 
seventy elders were commanded to administer 
and enforce only the laws which God had given 
them for Israel. As regards this the direc

Supreme Court to the bar of God, and pays 
a compliment to Justice Harlan, who alone 
dissented from the view of the court. It is 
well to have the truth brought before the 
American people that even the Supreme Court 
of the nation is not the final tribunal to which 
appeal may be made for right and justice. 
The Dred Scott decision of this same court 
was appealed to the people; and had this ap- 
peal failed, there would still have been left 
the appeal to that Court which never errs 
in its rulings,—the tribunal where God is 
Judge.

No question is settled until it is settled 
rightly. To that court our forefathers ap- 
pealed when they declared independence from 
Great Britain. To that court the martyrs 
have appealed from the condemnation which 
has sent them forth from earthly tribunals 
to their death. And when all questions shall 
have been adjudicated in strict conformity 
with truth and right, by Him who is “ Judge 
of all the earth,” many decisions which have 
had apparently the highest human sanction 
will be found to be forever overruled and 
reversed. ׳ s.

SPREADING BLUE LAWS.

T h e  “ blue law” tyranny has invaded the 
town of Westfield, N. J. A “ Sunday Ob- 
servance League ” has been formed in the 
place, composed of members of the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Baptist churches. In an- 
ticipation of the transaction of business on 
Sunday, July 5, by liverymen, barbers, and 
sellers of fruit and confectionery, soda-water, 
cigars, etc., the league sent to all the business 
men of the place the following notice:—

Dear S ir : It has been a matter of public comment 
for some time past that the laws prohibiting the 
sale of all classes of merchandize on Sunday have 
been flagrantly violated by the storekeepers of West- 
field.

No doubt in most instances this is due to thought- 
lessness, and not with vicious intent. The Sunday 
Observance League of this town has been formed with 
a view to requiring a compliance with the laws, and 
this letter is written to request that you take the nec- 
essary steps to carry out the provisions of the laws 
—that is, that you cease selling or delivering any 
commodities on Sunday, as the law prohibits the sale 
or delivery of any merchandize, or article of ware, on 
that day.

We wish it, however, to be understood that, in 
cases where this violation is continued, this society 
is prepared to prosecute the offenders by process of 
law.

Yours truly,
Sunday Observance L eague of W estfield , N. J.

Robert J ohnston, Secretary.

On being interviewed, a number of those 
who were served with the notice and had 
failed to comply with the same, said: “ What 
are we going to do if they arrest us? Well, 
we’re going to fight. We’ll test the law, and, 
if it’s valid, we’ll make the Jersey Central 
stop running trains through here on Sunday, 
and we’ll close up everything, undertaker 
shops and all, and we’ll see how that goes. If 
they mean business, we do.”

This of course is but a sample of what is 
being done in very many cities and towns all 
over the land. It affords a cheap way of pos- 
ing as a moral person, and is taken advantage 
of by many who feel that some bolster to 
their moral standing in the public eye would 
not come amiss. I t is this sort of general 
fight which is stirred up everywhere *by the 
Sunday-law leagues, under the mistaken im- 
pression that they are doing gospel work. 
The gospel of the lowly Nazarene does not 
seize men by the throat, but it draws and wins 
them by the power of love. s.

be driven further in the name of Christian 
endeavor.

Let it be remembered that the Christian is 
necessarily a good citizen; but a good citizen 
may not be a Christian at all. The produc- 
tion of good citizens out of bad ones is a nec- 
essary result of the work of the gospel in this 
world; but as the gospel works only through 
faith, which is a voluntary exercise, its aim 
is something entirely different from the pres- 
ervation of public peace and order. Civil 
force, and that alone, is adapted to this end, 
proceeding without any reference to individ- 
ual belief or volition. Thus the spheres of 
religion and of the State are entirely distinct. 
For the latter to enter, with its civil force, the 
domain of the former, is to attempt to drive 
men across the impossible gulf between the 
sinner and God, which is bridged only by 
Jesus Christ, and can be crossed only by faith 
in him.

Political methods—the machinery of civil 
government — must operate through force. 
Forced action is not of faith; and ‘ ‘ whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin.” Hence civil power 
operating in the sphere of religion can only 
manufacture sin. s.

CIVIL VS. RELIGIOUS PROHIBITION.

The American Sentinel believes in pro- 
hibition as the proper method of dealing with 
the traffic in intoxicating drinks. But it be- 
lieve3 in prohibition as a civil and not a relig- 
ious act. It would restrain the liquor traffic 
as a foe of human rights, on the same prin- 
ciple that it would restrain the violence which 

. naturally grows out of intemperance. It does 
not believe in licensing dogs to bite or thieves 
*to steal. And it would prohibit these on all 
days of tae week for the same reason that it 
would prohibit them on any one day. Deal- 
ing with the evil on a civil basis, no other 
course could be taken. It is only on the re- 
ligious basis that a compromise is being 
effected which allows the liquor traffic al- 
most full liberty during six sevenths of the 
week.

Prohibition upon merely one day of the 
week, that day being the “ Christian sabbath,” 
is a religious act, and must be justified, if at 
all, on religious grounds. But the facts which 
call for prohibition—the violence, misery, 
and ruin produced by alcoholic drinks—are 
not religious facts, but secular facts. The 
demand for prohibition arises from a secular 
source. The reasons which justify it are civil 
reasons. To shift the question to the ground 
of religion is unreasonable, unjust, and cal- 
culated only to confuse the issue in the minds 
of the people.

As well might we compromise with any 
other crime on the basis of Sunday prohibi- 
tion, as with that of inciting men to commit 
violence by means of intoxicating drink.

s.

APPEALING FROM THE SUPREME COURT.

The “ Washington Ministers’ Union (col- 
ored) has issued a protest respecting the re- 
cent United States Supreme Court decision 
upholding the Louisiana separate car system 
for colored persons. The ministers say:—

We feel it a duty to protest against both the Louis- 
iana statute and the sanction of it by the Supreme 
Court; (1) as an injustice; (2) as a violation of per- 
sonal rights; (3) as a thrust at the legal equality guar- 
anteed by the Declaration of Independence and the 
Fifteenth Amendment.

The union appeals from thejdecision of the



221July 16, 1896.

of his dinner without protest. It sees 100,000 
pieces of American bone and sinew buried 
annually by the saloon and it is silent. I t 
will protect things, not men. The nation 
has a hundred light-houses along her coast, 
but around the awful rocks of intemperance, 
on which unnumbered lives have been beaten 
out, she has nothing but licensed pirates. 
Neither the Republican nor Democratic cap- 
tain of the Ship of State will pick up a 
drowning drunkard. . . .

For a century a certain man on his way 
from Jerusalem to Jericho has regularly 
fallen among thieves. The Republican priest 
and the Democratic Levite have passed by on 
the other side. If you want to be a good 
Samaritan, do not merely take this man to 
an inn and pay his board, but get your friends 
and go back along that road determined to 
arrest the gang of thieves that have been 
robbing every one that passes down that way. 
Notify the liquor dealers through the ballot 
box that the workingman must go from his 
cottage to his work without passing a single 
saloon; that is prohibition. The saloon 
keeper may tell you that prohibition does 
not prohibit. He is a reliable source of 
information, isn’t he ? If prohibition does 
not prohibit, why is he so bitterly opposed 
to it ? Why has it emptied the jails of 
Kansas; reduced liquor drinking in Iowa? 
Why does liquor capital halt at the border of 
a prohibition State ? Why did Maine, after 
a trial of 30 years, make prohibition a part 
of her constitution ? . . .

Votes were needed for independence in 1776, 
for union in 1860; they are needed for so- 
briety, now! Now, when the continent trem- 
bles beneath the drunkard’s tread—now, when 
children in their cradles are stung by this 
viper—now, when it dooms a million women 
to lonely and unpitied martyrdom.

A river of rum, a mountain of gold, a cloud 
of tears, a boulevard of broken hearts, a red 
Niagara, down which the best blood of the 
nation is pouring, a valley of dry bones, white 
with a million rum-made skeletons. This 
is the terrific indictment against this infernal 
traffic.

WHAT IS RELIGIOUS TEACHING?

[Canadian Baptist ( TorontoJy July ^.]

In־ all the multitudinous articles which 
have from time to time appeared in England 
and Canada upon the burning question of 
religious teaching in the schools, we do not 
remember to have seen what most of us re- 
gard as the sound logical objections to any 
such teaching under government control and 
at public expense more clearly and trench- 
antly put than in the following extract from 
a letter in the London (England) Daily 
Chronicle, written by Mr. George Russell, 
avowedly a churchman and evidently a high 
churchman:—

“ Everyone who believes in religion must, 
I imagine, w7ish children to be religiously 
brought up. The ideal condition of things 
would be where the whole State consisted 
of Christian men, and, professing the same 
religion, brought up all its children therein. 
But this is L topia. As a matter of fact, 
we have in England to-day upwards of a 
hundred forms of religion, and this makes 
any national system of religious education, 
in my judgment, impossible. For example, 
I am a firm believer in the spiritual claims 
and the doctrinal system of the Church of 
England; but I think it unjust, and there- 
fore I do not wish, to teach baptismal re- 
generation with money taken from Baptists

from the secular, in their governmental 
methods.

But the first essential would be for all who 
rule in the name of God to be appointed di- 
rectly by him, and not by their own ambition, 
or by birth, or by the voice of the people. 
Then it is also just as essential that they 
should not be lordly men of haughtiness and 
might, but meek, and humble, and obedient 
servants of their Lord and his people. Such 
was the government of Israel as anciently es- 
tablished. Where is the possibility for such 
another on the earth? There is no such pos- 
sibility, and there will not be until Revelation 
is fulfilled and “ all things are made new.” 
Then Christ himself will reign and our daily 
prayer be answered, “ Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

WHY WE SHOULD HAVE PROHIBITION ON 

ALL DAYS.

[From the Prize Oration delivered by Chae. S. Morris 
at the Prohibition Convention, Pittsburg, May 20.]

Two years ago we had a fit of national 
hysterics, because Coxey’s weaponless petition 
in boots tramped from Ohio to Washington; 
to-day we cooly watch, marching through the 
land, an army mightier than general ever 
marshalled on the battle-field. An army that 
sways parties, rules city councils, controls leg- 
islatures, dominates Congress, dictates to the 
Supreme Court how to interpret the Consti- 
tution, controls the church and gags its pul- 
pit. This army’s recruiting station is the 
club house, its drill ground the bar-room, its 
barracks the jail, its soldiers’ home the poor 
house, its national cemetery the potters’ field, 
its uniform rags, its step a stagger, its battle- 
cry rum. This army enlists for life; the 
promotions are rapid—moderate drinker, hard 
drinker, drunkard, sot. Every saloon-keeper 
is a captain, every brewer a colonel, every 
distiller a general, the devil hinself is its 
commander-in-chief. The continent is at 
its mercy; it gives no quarter. Attention, 
stagger forward, march! Rum, rum, rum. 
Two million five hundred thousand drunkards 
are on their funeral march; past home, past 
honor, past hope; over blighted lives of wife 
and child; over the graves of broken-hearted 
mothers; down, down to a drunkard’s death 
and a drunkard’s hell.

The saloon says it is a profit to the nation; 
it pays $200,000,000 a year for license; the 
nation pays $2,000,000,000 for liquor. It 
returns eight cents of every dollar it is 
licensed to steal. It also returns 26,000 
lunatics, 50,000 paupers, and enough crim- 
inals to fill 50 penitentiaries and 2,000 jails. 
The nation has to pay $5,000,000 to support 
its lunatics; $10,000,000 for its paupers, 
$200,000,000 for its criminals. It loses the 
value of tens of thousands of men slain and 
hundreds of thousands rendered idle. Has it 
not a right then to say whether the saloon 
should be allowed to carry on this lunatic- 
pauper-criminal manufacturing company? Is 
the liquor dealer’s right to get rich para- 
mount to a drunkard’s right to life, to his 
wife’s right to bread and coal, to his child’s 
right to be well born, to the State’s right to 
an uncorrupted suffrage ?

You say these evils must stop; but how? 
The old parties will never stop them : the 
saloon controls them both. The Democratic 
Party wept over a billion dollar Congress, but 
it does not even shed a crocodile tear when 
the saloon robs paupers of $1,200,000,000. 
The Republican Party will compass heaven 
and earth to protect the workingman’s din- 
ner pail, yet it permits the saloon to rob him

tions were explicit to add nothing to them and 
to take nothing from them.

The history of the appointment of Moses is 
given with unmistakable clearness in the third 
chapter of Exodus. “ Iam  the God of thy 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Come now, therefore, 
and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of 
Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said unto 
God, Behold when I come unto the children 
of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God 
of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and 
they shall say to me, What is His name? 
what shall I say unto them? And God said 
unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM; and he 
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 
you. And God said moreover unto Moses, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, the Lord God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is 
my name for ever, and this is my memo- 
rial unto all generations.” Exod. 3:6, 10, 
13-15.

This .leaves no room to mistake by whose 
appointment Moses came to occupy the posi- 
tion which he did in reference to the Jewish 
people.

But later there were associated with Moses 
the seventy “ elders.” Who were they? 
They were actually the elders,—the aged men, 
—those who by patriarchal right were of au- 
thority in their families. From among these 
the seventy were chosen. Remember it was 
not the selection which made them “ elders.” 
They were selected from those who were al- 
ready the elder,—made so by the course of 
years, not by election.

Bat by the authority of whose word, and 
how, were they ch03en? To learn this defi- 
nitely read Numbers 11:16,17,25. “ And 
the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me 
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou 
knowest to be the elders of the people, and 
officers over them; and bring them unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation, that they may 
stand there with thee. And I will come down 
and talk with thee there: and I will take of 
the spirit which is upon thee, and I will put 
it upon them ; and they shall bear the burden 
of the people with thee, that thou bear it not 
thyself alone. And the Lord came down in 
a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the 
spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the 
seventy elders; and it came to pass, that, when 
the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, 
and did not cease.”

Now in all this neither Moses, nor the sev- 
enty, nor the people, had any sovereignty 
whatever. None of them had any part in en- 
acting the laws. They were not consulted in 
the least as to what laws should be enacted or 
how they should be enforced. The sole part 
they played was to promise to obey. This 
was just as true of Moses and the seventy as 
of the people at large. The legislative power 
centered in God alone. In the latter 
period of the history of Israel, when they 
were given kings, it was not the people 
who chose their king. God himself selected, 
crowned, and deposed the men who ruled over 
Israel.

Under the theocracy, however, the manage- 
ment of civil and religious affairs was kept 
entirely separate. God chose the priesthood 
himself, and cut them off entirely from any 
authority or inflnence or participation in the 
affairs of civil government. So, now, if those 
who would imitate a theocracy in these days 
would strive to be at all true to their copy, 
they should separate entirely the religious
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liability to indulge in drink is in excess of 
any other day. That statement is correct. 
It is so obvious that a great host feel justified 
in working for prohibition on that day; even 
though the citing of that day singly, does 
express a compromise, and tacit admission for 
the traffic on the other six days. There are 
some, seeing the traffic intrenched on days 
either side of Sunday, and seeing it an idle 
day, with its susceptibility of being affected 
by contact with those days, who recognize an 
impossibility of rescuing Sunday from the 
scourge of the traffic, by anything short of 
prohibition for all the days. The facility for 
procuring supplies on the preceding day, the 
lawlessness, and the insidious ways of evading 
the law, and the compulsory holiday, all com- 
bine to thwart the expectation that it can 
avail. But the impracticability of the plan is 
not so obvious to many, as is the sense of need 
for prohibition on that day. Hence they are 
persuaded to occupy their time in that effort. 
Consider what results from this! The liquor 
dealers themselves could not devise a way to 
serve them better after making a compulsory 
holiday; than next to divert the friends from 
efforts for entire prohibition, into trying in- 
stead to secure it one seventh of the time and 
to occupy them with that impracticable plan.

THE WORLD-WIDE SUNDAY MOVEMENT.

[N. Y, Independent, July 2, 1896.]

The International Federation of Lord’s- 
Day Societies has made a report as to the 
work done in the year. Among the items 
of interest are the following: In France the 
Paris League for Sunday Rest has enrolled 
over 4,000 members. Many shops are closed 
on Sunday, including the great Magazin de 
Louvre. In the army Sunday is a day of 
rest, and contractors are not now obliged to 
work on that day. In Lyons there are more 
than 1,000 shops and stores closed entirely 
on Sunday. A commission has been sent to 
England from Germany to inquire into the 
laws applying to Sunday labor in factories and 
in workshops. There has been a marked ad- 
vance also in Austria, owing to an enactment 
in December, 1890, that on Sunday all work, 
industrial and commercial, shall cease, except 
such as is absolutely necessary. In Switzer- 
land Sunday laws have been passed in nearly 
all the cantons. The post and telegraphic 
service are reduced one half. No freight 
trains are run, and the freight depots are 
closed. Each employé on railroads, steam- 
boats, street road cars, and in the post-office 
is allowed fifty-two days of rest, and seventeen 
of these must be Sundays. In Belgium, on 
account of the anti-religious feeling, the Sun- 
day as a day of rest is not named in the law 
which guarantees one rest day in each week 
for women and children; but in practice it is 
thus observed to a very great degree, and in 
many departments of labor Sunday work has 
been reduced. In Holland there are no 
Sunday newspapers, the railway traffic is 
reduced, and Sunday hours of rest are given 
to public servants, though a whole day on 
each Sunday is an exception, not the rule. In 
Denmark shops are closed at 9 a . m., and 
also factories, except where work is essential. 
In such cases the employes get alternate 
Sundays. In Norway and Sweden factories 
and workshops close on Sundays, and no 
intoxicating liquors are sold from 5 o’clock 
Saturday afternoon until 8 o’clock Monday 
morning. There is not even bread-making 
on Sunday, and street railways are closed 
until afternoon. In the cities there is only

upon a way that is fraught with mischief ? 
Can it be that because of having no command 
of God to make it a sabbath, it must seek the 
civil law for it or else have no law ? The 
affirmative answer is too obvious to admit de- 
nial. Can it be that the disobedience of 
Christians themselves, in putting aside the 
Sabbath, placed by God upon the seventh 
day, and setting up in its stead this Sunday, 
has constructed for themselves the device of 
their own mischief ? If we in behalf of pro- 
hibition, whether Christians or not Chris- 
tians, shall see that this is where the trouble 
lie3, shall we delay longer to put ourselves 
where men as Christians ought to stand, and 
conform to the absolute condition that has 
been set before us ? If we do not see it thus, 
if there yet remains any doubt, there is an 
additional complication of Sunday with the 
saloon business that makes cumulative the 
evidence, not only of the hindrance to our 
success, but showing also that our own work 
respecting this Sunday, is more and more 
making intrenchment for the saloon in our 
land.

P r o h i b i t i o n  O n e  D a y  in S e v e n .

The scheme of prohibition one seventh of 
the time is not the ideal attainment that 
Prohibitionists desire. Total prohibition is 
their aim. Nothing less than that is their 
intention. But somehow, for some reason, 
they find themselves diverted to effort for 
this compromising thing. As much as they 
desire the other, and as much as they depre- 
cate the exhausting of their energies for this; 
there nevertheless is an infatuation which 
holds them to it. This thing that occupies 
Prohibitionists in part, engrosses almost 
wholly the efforts of the more indifferent 
friends of prohibition, yet they exhaust their 
efforts, and satisfy their conscience by what 
they do for prohibition on Sunday. The few 
who would get further find themselves unable 
to get a following and are stalled.

What is the import of this to the prohibi- 
tion issue ? John B. Finch in his lectures 
for the party, declared his conviction that it 
would require much less effort to close the 
saloons all the time, than to close them on 
Sunday, when they are given intrenchment 
on days either side of it. This is a recogni- 
tion at headquarters, by the former chairman 
of the National Prohibition Committee, that 
the compromising scheme to close the saloons 
one day in seven, involves us in a harder 
task than to close them all the time. The 
Union Signal, July 25th, 1889, quoting Mrs. 
Zadel Barnos Gustafson, said: “ High license, 
local option, and Sunday closing, have never 
scared the traffic. They have seen in these com- 
promises, their best garrison against the at last 
thoroughly aroused conscience of the people.” 
Both of these utterances are from sources to 
which none of us will attribute a bias against 
Sunday. They are views Vith which a host 
in the Prohibition ranks will concur. They 
state what is amply sustained by the condi- 
tion of things we see about us. It is not an 
economical expenditure of time and energy, 
to allow ourselves to be diverted to the harder 
task, in the compromising scheme of prohibi- 
tion one seventh of the time, than would avail 
by uncompromising work to secure entire 
prohibition. It is not a wise scheme on our 
part to build by such compromise, the struc- 
ture wherein, as stated in the Union Signal, 
the traffic “ finds its best garrison.”

There are two things operating more con- 
spicuously than others, to enlist men in the 
work that brings such unsatisfactory results. 
The reader has perhaps been impatient to 
assert one of them before it is stated here. It 
is that so many are idle on Sunday that the

and Independents; nor, on the other hand, 
do I wish the infallibility of the Pope to be 
taught with money taken from me. But 
many of our Nonconformist friends say that 
although we are split up into a hundred 
sects we can all unite in teaching children 
‘ undenominational,’ or ‘ unsectarian,’ or 
‘ undogmatic ’ religion. But is this possi- 
ble ? If, laying aside all questions of church 
government, sacraments, ministry, and the 
like, we teach children that Jesus Christ is 
their Saviour, we touch at once the most 
vital and also the most controversial of dog- 
mas. If we teach them that there is a God, 
we touch the foundation of all dogmas. If 
we go on to teach that God is our Father, 
that he sees what we do, and will treat us 
accordingly, we plunge at every step deeper 
and deeper into dogma.

For myself, the Christian religion, with its 
fundamental dogma that Christ is God, is as 
vital as air, and I am more certain that I 
believe in it and trust it than that I have 
hands and feet. But I do not think it just, 
and therefore I do not wish, to teach the 
Godhead of Christ with money taken from 
the Jews. I do not wish to teach the doc- 
trine of the Holy Trinity with money taken 
from Unitarians. I do not wish to teach the 
existence of God and a future life with money 
taken from atheists and agnostics. And if, 
in order to be ‘ unsectarian,’ ‘undenomina- 
tional,’ and ‘ undogmatic,’ we abstain from 
teaching any of these things, what is left ? 
What has become of that ‘ unsectarian re- 
ligion ’ which we were all to agree in teach- 
ing, and which the State was to offer to its 
children as their guide in life and death ? 
All that is left is a bare system of morality; 
and morality, deprived of its authority in the 
revealed will of God, may be many things, 
but is assuredly not religion.”

REPEAL THE SUNDAY LAWS.*

Does it seem like a bold presumption to 
come to the Prohibition Party asking for 
repeal pf the Sunday laws ? I know that 
such proposition hitherto, would be supposed 
to belong to the friends of the liquor traffic. 
But I do come in behalf of the Sabbath, in 
behalf of religious liberty, and in behalf of 
prohibition, and ask of our party to repeal 
these laws. I come to Prohibitionists be- 
cause within their reach is the power to do 
it, and because the alternative of our great 
need demands it. Could one go to men who 
have not faith in divine power to make re- 
quest for this? They are the ones who, 
setting aside the divine law, must rely upon 
the civil law, else they have no law to achieve 
for them a sabbath. Could one go to the 
liguor dealers to , make request for this ? 
They are the ones wh03e interests are served 
by a compulsory holiday. They like to have 
as much exemption and latitude for them- 
selves as they can gain, but they desire to 
have the rest of the world corralled for an 
idle day.

As much as a compulsory holiday caters to 
the saloons, it nevertheless was not devised by 
them. Strange as it may seem, the scheme 
has been developed through the doings of 
Christian men. Wherever compulsory Sun- 
day laws have been enacted it has been at 
their instance. The petitions that come to 
Congress, and to the legislatures, and to our 
municipalities, for these laws, all emanate 
from the churches. What is that something 
in Sunday that thus leads the Christian world

♦ From “ The Only Alternative of Success,” by G. H. Lyon, 
Sisters ville, W. Va.
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The points of the covenant.They that sealed the covenant. NE HE MI ΛII, X.
B. c. 4 4 5 .  all they that had separated them- 

selves from the r v people of the lands 
unto the law of God, their wives, their 
sons, and their daughters, every one 
rvhaving knowledge, and ,‘0having 
understanding;
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Order number 63.

Send to us for circular giving full information regarding 
this line of Bibles.

3 Het 
sealii ch. 9 
a ch.
4 Or, 
gove/t 
b ch. 
c See 
1-21.

dSee
3,
ch. 7 

e Ez 
43. 

izi
10. i
ch . i 

g Do י 
12, 14 
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they have rvf  dominion over our bod- 
ies, and over our cattle, at their plea- 
sure, and we are in great distress.
38 And rv because of all this we 

9 make a sure covenant, and write i t ; 
and our princes, rv ltG/vites, and  
rv priests, 2 λ sea1 un to it.

CHAPTER X.
1 The names of them that sealed the covenant. 29 

The points of the covenant.
TOW 3those that sealed were, 

a Né-hg-mPah, 4 the Tlr'sha- 
thå, b the son of Håch-aAlPah, and 
ZId-kPjah,
2 c Sér-grPah, Åz-a-rPah, Jér-g-mP- 

ah,
3 Påsh'hr, Åm-a-rPah, Mål-chi ׳jah,
4 Håt'thsh, Shéb-a-ni'ah, MåPluch,
5 Hå׳rim, Mér'g-mdth, O-ba-di'ah,
6 Dån'jel, Gln'né-thon, Bå/ruch,
7 Me-shul/lam, Å-bi׳jah, Mij׳a-mln,
8 Må-a־zi׳ah, BiPga-i, Shém-a-Pah: 

these were the priests.
9 And the Le'vites : rvboth Jésh'u-å 

the son of Az-a-ni-ah, Bin/nu־i of the 
sons of Hén/ardåd, K&d'ml-el;
10 A nd,their brethren, Shéb-a^nP- fFjZ] 

ah, Ho-dl'jah, KéFI-tå, Pél-a-I'ah, 
Hå'nan,
11 MPchå, Re'hbb, Hash־a־bi/ah,
12 Zåc'cur, Shér-g-bi'ah, Shéb-a- 

ni/ah,
13 Ηό-dPjah, Bå/ηΐ, BénT-ηϋ.
14 The rv chief o f the people; rfPå'־ 

rbsh, På/hath-m5/ab, É'låm, Zåt׳- 
thu, Bå׳ni,
15 Βϋη'ηϊ, Åz'gad, Béb'å-ϊ,
16 Åd-ft-m'jah, Blg'va-ΐ, Å/dlni
17 Å/ter, Ηϊζ-krjah, Åz/zur,
18 Ho-dFjah, Hå/shum, Bé'zåi,
19 Hå'rlph, Ån/a־th6th, Néb'a-i,
20 Måg'pl-åsh, Mé-shhPlam, Hé/zir,
21 Mé-shéz'a^be-el, Zå/d6k, Jad- 

du׳å,
22 PSl-a-ti'ah, Hå׳nan, Ån-a-Pah,
23 Ho-shé'å, Hån-a-nPah, Hå'shub,
24 Hål-lo'hesh, PIPg-hå, Sh5׳bek,
25 Ré'hhm, Hå-shåb׳nah, Må-a-sé׳- 

jah,
26 And Å-hPjah, Hå'nan, Å/nan,
27 MåPluch, Hå'rim, Bå/a^nah.
 ,e And the rest of the people ]ן 28

the priests, the LéAvites, the porters, 
the singers, the rv Néth'i-nimg, ■f and

37 power 38 yet for all this—our—our 9 namely, 
Jesnuaetc. 14 chiefs 28 Nethinim,—peoples—that 
had — (having) 30 peoples 31 peoples — (it) — a —

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING־ CO.,
39 Bond Street, New York City.

Address,

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. Arguments in behalf 
of the rights of American citizens, presented by A. T. Jones 
in opposition to the Blair Sunday Rest Bill. A thorough cat- 
echism upon the subject of Church and State. 192 pages. 
Price, 25 cents. Send for Spring Catalog o f Publications. 

P A C I F I C  P R E S S  P U B L I S H I N G  C O .,
3 9  B o n d  S t r e e t ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i ty .

Oakland, Cal. Kansas City, Mo.

THE “CYCLONE״ STILL WHIRLS
Sweeping Everything Clean Before It .
SEE WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY:

Terra Ceia, Fla., Jan. 29 1896. 
Cyclone W asher  Co: I received the machine, 
and to say that I am pleased is too tame. I 
am perfectly delighted with it. I have shown 
it to several and they are all pleased with its 

work, and talk of buying it. I shall try for orders, and if sue- 
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one postal delivery at 8 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and railway servants get every third 
Sunday. The movement has extended to 
Russia, where a new law as to Sunday is in 
preparation and where the post-offices are 
open only from 12 to 2, and public houses 
are closed until 11 o’clock in the morning. 
In Spain the Sunday work of young persons 
under eighteen years of age in factories is 
prohibited. In Japan, of the 600 newspapers 
and periodicals, not one is published on Sun- 
day. In India the Christian Literature So- 
ciety is active, and has accomplished consid- 
erable.

The Only Alternative of Success.
-----By G. H. LYON____

Some Condition o f Success in  the P ro -  
hib ition  P a r ty  is W a n tin g . W hat I s  I t?
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bition issue, by reason of the compulsory holiday, making an 
idle day; and by reason of diverting of work for prohibition 
to one day in seven; that it behooves Prohibitionists quickly 
to give heed to it.

NOTE THE ABSOLUTE CONDITIONS.
See page 22, “ For Repeal of the Sunday Laws.” Protection 
for every man equally in his right to one day of rest in seven; 
whichever day he holds, not by compulsory Sabbath laws, but 
in freedom to worship God.
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“ plank ” of the Democratic platform are not 
genuinely in favor of religious liberty; but in 
the light of the U. S. Supreme Court decision 
of February, 1892, that “ this is a Christian 
nation,״ and its decision of May, 1896, up- 
holding the Georgia Sunday “ law,״  it is at 
least evident that the opportunity was not 
lacking for a very explicit and pointed utter- 
ance on the subject. Either they are blind 
to the present situation in this country as re- 
gards religious liberty, or they did not design 
to assume an attitude so definite as to be of 
practical importance. It is probable that the 
utterance has reference to the controversy be- 
tween the Catholics and the A. P. A.

The good people who see nothing wrong 
in a Sunday “ law״ which applies merely to 
the saloons, should before giving it their in- 
dorsement, pause and ask themselves where 
the Sunday crusaders purpose to stop in their 
demands. In New York City the “ law״ 
closes all saloons, but allows many other places 
of business to remain open until 11 o’clock, 
A. M. In Boston, the “ law״ closes all places 
of business except drug stores; and in Pitts- 
burg it has been announced that even drug 
stores must be shut on Sunday. And yet the 
party of religious “ reform״ do not proclaim 
themselves satisfied. They have never yet 
announced that they had secured all they 
wanted, for any place or occasion. Nor will 
any such announcement be forthcoming until 
they shall have suspended all business on 
Sunday except their own, and discovered some 
way to corral the people within the churches. 
The germ of Sunday legislation contained in 
“ laws״ seemingly quite innocent, such as 
those closing the saloons on Sunday, grows 
readily into a Upas tree of vast dimensions. 
The time to resist such legislstion is at the 
outset.

F rom the town of Lego, North Carolina,' 
comes word of the arrest and trial of Robert 
Morehead, colored, an observer of the seventh- 
day Sabbath, for working in his garden on 
Sunday. He was convicted and *sentenced to 
pay $7—fine and costs. Fortunately, he was 
not without friends among the most promi- 
nent white people of the vicinity, some of 
whom were very indignant over the action of 
the justice (formerly a Methodist preacher) 
who procured Mr. Morehead’s arrest. These 
friends advised him to appeal his case to the 
superior court, and furnished his bond, which 
was $50. The case will probably not be 
reached for trial before September.

A M E R I C A N  S E N T I N E L .

Set for the defense of liberty of conscience, and is therefore 
uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

toward a union of Church and State, 
either in name or in fact.

Entered at the New York Post-Office.

Single copy, p e r  yea r, - - - $ 1 .0 0.
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,

39 Bond Street, New  Y ork.

parture of faith comes the revival of supersti- 
tion. It could not be otherwise; for faith is 
the only means of knowledge in spiritual 
things. ·If our present day “ civilization,״ 
with its “ higher״ criticism and similar anti- 
biblical features, embodied any real advance- 
ment in religious knowledge, superstition 
would be dying out instead of flourishing.

N otice the world-wide scope of the move- 
ment for enforced Sunday-keeping, as set forth 
in the report of the International Federation 
of Lord’s Day Societies, given on page 222. 
What else could be expected when that nation 
which has claimed to be the standard bearer 
of liberty among all the nations of the earth, 
sets the example in the work of binding men 
in the chains of religious legislation. Evi- 
dently, under a continuance of the present 
order of thing3, the world will soon be “ a 
safe and dreary prison ” for such as choose to 
obey God rather than man, by keeping holy 
the seventh-day Sabbath.

Regarding the rumor of a successor to Sat- 
olli, the Sun (N. Y.), of July 7, takes occa- 
sion to publish a dispatch from Washington, 
as follows:—

W ashington, July 6.—No information has been re* 
ceived from Rome that Archbishop Falconio will re- 
place Cardinal Satolli as the papal delegate at Wash- 
ington. Cardinal Satolli will not return to Rome 
until his successor has been appointed and confirmed 
in his new dignity. It is regarded as unlikely 
that the Pope will make the appointment before 
September next, inasmuch as it is not desirable 
that the change should be made during the heated 
term.

Rome has been scheming for a long time to 
get a recognized delegate at the seat of gov- 
ernment in this country, and she now assumes 
that it is an accomplished fact. Will the 
American people acquiesce in this assumption?

The Democratic national platform adopted 
at the recent Chicago convention, contains 
the following “ plank” with reference to re- 
ligious liberty:—

The Constitution of the United States guarantees 
to every citizen the rights of civil and religious lib- 
erty. The Democratic party has always been the 
exponent of political liberty and religious freedom 
and it renews its obligations and reaffirms its devo- 
tion to these fundamental principles of the Consti- 
tution.

This was inserted by the Committee on 
Resolutions after the platform had been prac- 
tically completed, at the motion of ex-Senator 
Walsh, who said that the party should speak 
explicitly upon the subject, and that should 
they fail to do so, millions of American free- 
men would be disappointed.

But the trouble is, there is nothing explicit 
about it. I t is about as definite as the famil- 
iar phrase, “ sound money.” It is one of 
those “ glittering generalities” with which 
party platforms are wont to be garnished to 
make them appear well in the public eye. 
We do not say, nor would we intimate, that 
the men who framed m i  incorporated this

New  Y ork, J uly 16, 1896.

Any one receiving the A merican S entinel without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend. Therefore, those who have not ordered the S entinel 
need have no fears that they will be asked to pay for it.

A report of the Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention at Washington, D. C., with appro- 
priate comments, will appear in our next 
issue.

The highest income in the “ Christian 
nation” of Prussia, is that received by Herr 
Krupp, for the manufacture of weapons for 
fighting.

F rom five towns in Ohio, says the Chris־ 
tian Statesman, of July 4, come “ reports of 
the vigorous enforcement of the sabbath laws,” 
among these being Canton, the home of the 
Republican candidate for President.

The trial of the four Seventh-day Advent- 
ists at Tiptonville, Lake County, Tenn., for 
working on Sunday, is expected to occur on 
the 16th inst. The editor of the Sentinel 
will attend the trial and report the proceed- 
ings.

Be sure to read the article on another page, 
“ Divine and Human Government.” Some 
parts of it may seem trite to the old Sentinel 
readers, but as a whole it will be found suffi- 
ciently striking to reward a careful perusal by 
every one.

Remember that while you are enjoying 
freedom honest men are imprisoned for their 
faith. J. W. Lewis is still in Tiptonville 
(Tenn.) jail, and four of his brethren in the 
same county are almost certain to suffer a like 
imprisonment within a few days.

In Russia the Lutheran Church has suffered 
much from the religious “ laws” and restric- 
tions enforced by the Russian government; 
yet the officials of that church have been more 
hostile toward Seventh-day Christians, who 
have recently gained a foothold in Russia, 
than have the officials of the government. 
A recent proscription of Adventist literature 
in Russia turns out to have been secured by 
the Lutheran Church.

Press reports for July 8 announced a 
“ miraculous” cure of diptheria, in the case 
of a young girl living in this city, by means 
of a “ holy relic,” consisting of what is alleged 
to be a fragment of a bone of “ St. Ann.” 
While faith—as scripturally defined—is fast 
disappearing before the spreading worldliness 
and materialism of the age, superstition con- 
tinues to thrive, as exemplified in occurrences 
like the above. Simultaneously with the de


